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A short guide for couples planning elegant London weddings

Why Some Couples Look
Effortlessly Beautiful

in Photographs

Beautiful wedding photographs rarely begin when the portrait
starts. They often begin earlier — in the quiet before the ceremony,
in the way light settles, in the pause after the vows, or in the
moment a couple forgets they are being photographed.

This guide was written for couples who want photographs that feel
elegant, natural, and true to the day itself.
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Dare Adegbaju is the photographer behind Dare Photography,
creating calm, elegant wedding imagery for couples who want
natural photographs that still feel refined and true to the day.
Written from over 22 years of photographing weddings, this guide
reflects what repeatedly helps couples look their most natural when
the day matters most.
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Beautiful
Wedding

often appears before the
ceremony begins. On one
quiet morning, a bride

stepped from the car, bouquet
in hand, pausing briefly before
entering. Nothing had been
arranged, yet the moment
already felt complete.
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Begin
Belore the
Photographs First Piclure

At Old Marylebone Town Hall,
one of the strongest images

At this point, Dare Photography
simply moved toward softer light
and let the couple walk together
before giving direction. Their
expressions changed
immediately

Advice for couples:

Give yourselves a short pause
before portraits. The most
natural photographs often begin
when you stop trying to create
them.
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Calm

Is Often

the First Thing
Couples Notice

Inside Old Marylebone

Town Hall, the room often |

changes once the vows
begin. On one ceremony
morning, a couple entered
carefully, still aware of
every movement. Then, as
they turned toward each
other, their expressions
softened and the camera
disappeared from their
thoughts.

What Dare Photography did
quictly was to allow that
quiet shift to unfold without
interruption because the
most meaningful frames
often arrive when attention
leaves the lens.

Advice for couples:

During the ceremony, focus fully on
each other. The less you think about
the camera, the more natural your
photographs become.



During one ceremony, the room
Moment stayed still until the rings were
the Day Begins

exchanged. As the ring settled into
place, both smiled at the same time
without planning it. It lasted only a
second, but that small expression
carried more feeling than any formal
_ pose. At Dare Photography, we stay
| ready for what happens immediately
after the ring, because that brief
release often becomes one of the
strongest images in the gallery.

Advice for couples:

After the ring is placed, pause for one
breath before moving. The expression
that follows often becomes the
photograph you return to most.



Just after the rings,
attention usually returns to
the couple, but the room
often tells another story.
| During one ceremony, a
quiet smile appeared on a
guest seated near the side
just as laughter passed
between the couple. No one
noticed it then, yet later it
became one of the most
treasured frames. At Dare
Photography, these small
reactions often complete
the story of the day.
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The Reactions Around You
()ftep Become Part of the Story

Advice for couples:

Allow a short pause after
important moments. The
emotions around you often
become part of what you
remember most.




When the doors opened after the
ceremony, one couple stepped outside
still holding the emotion of the room
behind them. Instead of beginning with
a pose, we simply let them walk
together. The bride adjusted her
bouquet, they smiled naturally, and
within seconds the photographs felt
lighter. At Dare Photography,
movement often creates elegance before
any portrait officially begins.

Advice for couples:
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After the ceremony, walk first before §

posing. Natural movement helps your
body relax and your expressions settle
beautifully.
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Outside the steps, family
naturally gathered around the
couple while congratulations
were still happening. Rather
than slowing everything down,
we began with parents first,
then siblings, then one wider
frame before guests moved
again. The speed kept everyone
relaxed, and the smiles stayed
natural.

Stmple

The way we do it at Dare
Photography to protect the
feeling of the day is to keep a
simple order.

Advice for couples:

Prepare a short family list
before the ceremony. The
closest people first always
keeps this part calm and
effortless.
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After family photographs, one At Dare Photography, this is S&
couple remained outside for a often what matters most.

quiet moment before the day ;
continued. Nothing was Advice for couples: N
arranged. Guests had moved Leave small unplanned spaces .
ahead, and the street had in your day. The moments you
become still. They simply stood do not arrange often become
together, holding the pause. the most meaningful
That frame later became one of photographs.

the strongest in the gallery |

because it still felt exactly like

~ the day itself. e



When the Portrait Finally
Feels Like You

After the ceremony and family
photographs, there 1is often a
moment when everything becomes
quieter. One couple stepped slightly
away from the steps outside Old
Marylebone Town Hall and simply
ﬁ stood together before anyone spoke.
- @’ No pose was needed. The light had
¥ 4, ,{ softened, their breathing had
r? changed, and the day finally felt like
their own. At Dare Photography, this
is often when portraits become most
personal.

L'.

Advice for couples:

Do not rush away too quickly. A quiet
' minute after the formal moments

often creates your most natural

e portrait.
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When couples return to their photographs, it is
rarely only the big moments they mention first.
Often it is the quiet details they almost forgot:
the pause before entering, a smile after the
rings, the way family gathered outside. At Dare
Photography, those are often the images that
hold the day together because they still feel
true long after the ceremony has passed.

Advice for couples:
Choose space in your day for moments that are
not planned. They often become the
photographs that matter most.




Beautiful
photographs

often begin with one
calm conversation

before the day

AIvives.

Many couples begin with one simple question:
What usually works best at our venue?

At Dare Photography, that first conversation

often shapes everything more naturally than

people expect. Timing, light, movement, and

even where to pause can change how the day
feels in photographs.

If you would like, share your date and venue,

and we will tell you what usually photographs
beautifully there.

Send your date + venue

Click to WhatsApp

Written by Dare Adegbaju


https://darephotography.co.uk/book-your-wedding/
https://api.whatsapp.com/send/?phone=447859616692&text&type=phone_number&app_absent=0
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